Conference Exhibitors - Booth Nos.

3M Canada 409, 411
(Visit our Exhibits and see our advertisement in this
issue on page 17

Advanced Surgipharm Inc. 316, 318
Alcon Canada Inc. 311.
Allergan 112
AMT 507
Ansell Perry 100, 101
Astra Pharma Inc. 328
Artwork Corporation 510
Auto Suture Company, Canada 310, 312
Bard Canada Inc. 607

Baxter Corporation
104, 106, 108, 203, 205, 207 ( Visit our exhibits

and see our advertisement in this issue on page 4).

Becton Dickinson Canada Inc. 407
Canada Microsurgical Ltd. 524
Canadian Hospital Specialties 213
Cancon Medical Inc. 303
Carsen Group Inc. 309
CHCA Computer Systems Inc. 405
CIRCON Corporation 204
Cook Canada Inc. 326
DePuy Canada Ltd. 114
DeRoyal Industries of Canada Inc. 415,417
DUMEX Medical Surgical Products 308

E.C.I. Medical Technologies Inc. 508
(Visit our exhibit and see our advertiseent in this
issue on page 2),

Genzyne Canada 529
Hill-Rom Canada 330
Howmedica International 605
IMMUNO Canada 325
Imperial Surgical 118
Ingram & Bell Medical 404, 406, 408, 410, 412
Instrumentarium 226

Getinge/Castle Canada Ltd. 216, 218, 315,
and 317 (Visit our exhibits and see our
advertisement in this issue on page 24).

Johnson & Johnson Medical Product
219, 223, 225, 120, 124, 126

(Visit our Exhibits and see our advertisement in this
issue on the back cover).

Karl Storz Endoscopy 603
Kendall Canada Inc. 509
LAC-MAC Ltd. 516 - 518

MAXXIM Medical Canada Ltd. 322, 324,
421, 423 ( Visit our exhibits and see our advertise-
ment in this issue on pages 28 & 29).

McDavis Sales & Service Ltd. 506
Medical Mart Supplies 505
Medtronic of Canada, Ltd. 307
Metrex Research Canada 217
Minogue Medical Inc. 200, 201
National Healthcare 522
Omnicell Technologies 211
Pharmascience Inc. 305
Pilling-Weck 426
Provincial Medical Supplies 206
Regent Hospital Products Ltd. 427

(Visit us at Exhibits and see our
advertisement in this issue on page 21).

Ryan Medical Distributors Inc. 527
Scanlan International Inc. 116
SCI Canada 403
Sherwood - Davis & Geck 208, 210, 212
Siemens Electric Ltd. 428 - 430
Sims Canada Ltd. 525
Skytron Canada Ltd. 504
Smith & Nephew Richards 215
Solumed Inc. 520
Southmedic Inc. 422 - 424
Synthes Canada Ltd. 609

Steris Canada 416 - 418, 515 - 517
(Visit our Exhibits and see our advertisement in this
issue on page 37).

Storz Division of Cyanamid Canada 304 - 306
Stryker Canada Inc. 623
Tecnol International 429
Theracur Canada Inc. 425
Trudell Medical 228 - 230
Wright Medical Canada 503
XOMED 511
Zimmer of Canada Ltd. 521- 523
Valleylab Canada 222,224

(Visit our Exhibits and see our advertisement in this
issue on page 39).
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Innocence Lost in
First Harvesting

By Anna Hagan, RN

My first experience in organ harvesting was last
year, from a beautiful teenaged girl. It was a
poignant, painful journey from the time the patient
was wheeled into the OR, until the final extubation.
My story speaks of a mother's loss, of nurse's
feelings, and of the helpless despair we sometimes
feelin our work, and especially of an innocence lost.

In writing about this experience, something
remains forever etched on my soul, which changed
my life in amultitude of ways, and touches my reality
daily. I have attempted to make sense of the many
difficult realities we must face each day, as OR
nurses.

It has freed my soul to write about the experience.
I'am happy to share my thoughts with my colleagues
in the OR.

I have been nursing for 10 years, but also continue
to be a Yorkville hairstylist, (my career for 20 years
prior to nursing) the career which provided the
financing to study nursing.

It sounded innocent enough at the beginning. I
was called in for an evening shift at the Hospital for
Sick Children, and all went smoothly until I heard we
were expecting a “Donor” for a “Harvesting”. 1
expected this young woman would have been in an
accident, only to realize, as she was wheeled into the
OR, her perfect 13 year old body was completely
unscathed. She was intubated, her eyes taped shut,
her long lashes extending beyond the width of the
tape. She had nicked her legs shaving a few days ago.
Her sandy blonde hair was in a thick French braid
with a beautiful purple bow in it. I could not compre-
hend what would have caused this girl’s untimely

death. Aghast, I stepped back as the anaesthetist
pointed out the large purple ring around her neck.
This beautiful young child, on the verge of woman-
hood, had hanged herself. Her body was so firm and
pristine, like a bud snipped before full bloom.

Immediately, I felt sick. I thought of her
parents and how very devastating this must be for
them, to give their youngest child’s organs away.
What a brave and valiant decision but also, what a
waste of alife. Later, I discovered this young girl had
divulged a secret to a schoolhood chum who then
betrayed her confidence, which sent her spiraling
down what must have been an intense search for
freedom from her betrayal and agony. Her parents had
placed her in a boarding school here in Toronto while
they lived separately, thousands of miles away in the
U.S.A. How alone she must have felt, how desperate
she must have been. What, I wonder, could that secret
have been? How well I remember what profound
meaning everything held and how confusing it was
being a teenager. (Even in the security of a two-parent
family living in middle class suburbia)! Whatever the
secret was, she no longer saw her life as valid or worth
protecting. She must have felt so unloved, perhaps
even unlovable.

Author

AnnaHagan, RN, has been in nursing 10 years, and is
currently a staff nurse at the Hospital for Sick Chil-
dren, and the Toronto Hospital, Toronto, Ontario. She
also trained as a hairstylist and worked for 20 years
as a stylist, which provided the funding for her
nursing education.
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She would have been 14 on December 22, only
three days before Christmas. How would anyone that
loved her everenjoy Christmas again? How would her
parents or the girl that betrayed her confidence ever
~ find the strength to carry on? I have never felt sick in
¢ the O.R., but this case has gone deep into my soul,
where an innocence has ended. Thereis acloud, black
and menacing, that hangs over my gentle spirit. Idon’t
know how to free myself of it or where to put it.

I race home to my children and spouse, to feel
their warm loving arms around me. I sneak into my
three-year old’s room to feel the hot breath from his
nostrils on my cheek. My one-year old infant lies
curled up between her bunnies and bears, sucking on
her lip as she sleeps. God is there in them, as they exist
beautifully before me. Itis for them that I pray we can
always talk things out and support each other. Without
the love of your family and friends, without the cour-
age and fortitude allowed us through love, we can
never be whole or happy. Contentment is a wonderful
place, a place Thadlonged for, for many years. A place
I had found prior to the arrival of our children, a place
I cherish more each day.

And so, I send this young girl devoid of brain
function to the morgue and then the funeral home, to
let the grieving begin for her family. I can’t even
imagine the void in her mother’s soul. How terribly
tortured she must be. Her creation, so perfect and
beautiful, has been destroyed. Although this child
may appear pieced together externally, her blood and
guts have been carved and dissected ever so neatly so
that someone else may live through her tragedy. Of
course, I know there can be happiness for others in her
tragedy, but nothing will ever change the indignity she
has suffered.

When all the organs are “harvested,” the anaes-
thetist will shut off all life support and there will be
silence. A silence so loud it’s unbearable to our ears.
She will not gasp and snort, nor will she reach up with
her arms in an attempt to extubate herself. No. She
will lie still forever. The artificial warmth that has
maintained her organs’ life will soon cool. As the last
flicker of life passes, she is wheeled to the morgue to
be kept cool until the coroner can assault her body
once more. Today I’ve been robbed. Robbed of an
innocence I'll never regain. M

See:Responses of Perioperative Nurses to Organ Pro-
curement Surgery by Soledad Page, RN, MSN. Cana-
dian Operating Room Journal Vol.14, No.4, Nov/
December, 1996.

Bursary for OR Nurses

The ORNAC/Johnson & Johnson Medical Products
bursary was established to financially assist ORNAC
members in furthering their education in areas that
will enhance perioperative nursing practice. The
ORNAC Awards Committee, comprised of members
from across the country, choose successful applicants
in accordance with established selection criteria.

Eligibility Requirements

The applicant must be a registered nurse who is
licensed with the Provincial Professional Association.
The applicant must also be an active member of the
Provincial Operating Room Nursing Association two
consecutive years prior to submitting the application.
The individual must be employed, with a primary
focus on perioperative nursing, according to the offi-
cial ORNAC definition.

Funding is available for post basic operating room
nursing programs approved by ORNAC, Baccalaure-
ate nursing programs and Masters and Ph.D. nursing
programs related to health care and considered an
enhancement to existing perioperative employment.

Application Requirements

The personal profile / resume must be typed and
supporting data enclosed with the completed applica-
tion form. The application will not be considered if
this criteria is not met. This data includes letters of
reference as indicated on the application form, photo
copies of nursing license, membership in a provincial
OR association, perioperative nursing certification (if
applicable) and proof of acceptance in an education
program.

The complete, typed application form and support-
ing documentation must be submitted to the Chair of
the ORNAC Awards Committee before is March
15th yearly. Late submissions will not be considered.

This bursary is administered by the ORNAC
Awards Committee. The applications are judged by
the committee based on established criteria. If there
are no suitable applicants, the award will not be
presented and funds will be carried over to the next
year. Bursary funds are designated specifically for
tuition and books. Final approval for disbursement of
funds rests with the Awards Committee and the Board.

ORNAC recognizes that the education of
perioperative nurses plays a pivotal role in providing
a strong and successful national organization.
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Jac-cell Medic

201 Dunbar, Ville Mont-Royal, PQ H3P 2H4 PH (614) 344-1521 FAX (514) 344-2521

1-800-720-0931

Spring Endscope Sale

Model
Modele

1000
1030
1045
2900
5000
5003
5033
7000
7030
7045
3900
3930
3970
4903
4900
4930
4970
49110
4901

Name Diameter
Nom Diametre

Laparoscope 10mm
Laparoscope 10mm
Laparoscope 10mm
Laparoscope 2mm
Laparoscope Smm
Laparoscope 5mm
Laparoscope 5mm
Laparoscope 7mm
Laparoscope 7mm
Laparoscope 7mm
Hystero/Cystoscope
Hystero/Cystoscope
Hystero/Cystoscope
Water Sleeve
Hystero/Cystoscope
Hystero/Cystoscope
Hystero/Cystoscope
Hystero/Cystoscope

Diagnostic water sleeve

Viewing Angle Price

Length

Longueur Angle de Vue  Prix
300 mm 0° $2600
300mm 30° $2600
300mm 45° $2600
265mm 0° $4200
240mm 0° $3300
300mm 0° $3300
300mm 30° $3300
300mm Q° $3000
300mm 30° $3000
300mm 45° $3000
2.8mm 0° $3500
2.8mm 30° $3500
2.8mm 70° $3500
5.5mm n/a $ 695
4mm 0° $3200
4mm 30° $3200
4mm 70° $3200
4mm 110° $3200
16Fr. n/a § 595

*If you are currently working with a certain brand name sleeve or accessory,
please specify, as we can provide 100% compatable Rigid Endoscopes for use
with all major manufacturer’s equipment. (Arthroscopes and TMJ Scope pricing on request).

Repair all brands of Rigid Endoscopes

Free Diagnostic evaluation!

We can repair, replace, adjust:
*Remove dents

*Rod lens
*Distal objective
*Light fibers

*Replace eyepieces
*Polish

Quick Turnaround time! All work fully

guaranteed for 4 months, Guaranteed
6 months on complete rebuilds including

light fibers on all scopes

For more information or catalogue
please contact Jac-cell Medic at:
Pour plus d’information ou catalogue
appelez nous au:

VMR, PQ H3P 2H4
1-800-720-0931
FAX (514) 344-2521

Reparation de toutes marques
d’endoscope rigides. Evaluation gratuit!

*Baftonnets *Replanir
*Objectif Distal *Remplacer oculaire

*Fibre lumineuse  *Polir

Service rapide! Ouvrage guarantie 4 mois.
Guarantie 6 mois pour refaire au complet
incluant fibres lumineuse surtout

201 Dunbar 1320 Creekside Dr.
Oakville, ON L6H 4Y2
PH (905) 338-3234

FAX (905) 338-1464




